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READING 
is the single most

IMPORTANT skill 

- the FOUNDATION -

for all future

LEARNING .
Zaner Bloser



OUR RESPONSIBILITIES
Reading is not natural; it can and must be taught.

Background knowledge is as critical to comprehension skills as decoding skills.

Foundational skills instruction must be systematic and 
explicit, beginning with sounds.

Instruction must be engaging, through multiple modes 
and senses.

Science-based reading instruction reduces the need for 
intervention, and allows children to move forward as 
capable, confident learners.

Source: Amplify



THE SCIENCE OF READING

The Simple View of Reading
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is…
a collection of research

based on the “Big 5” pillars 
of literacy

rooted in developmental & educational 
psychology and cognitive science 

THE SCIENCE OF READING…

is not…
a specific program or 
product you can buy

a one-size-fits 
all approach

a phonics-only 
approach

a specific program or 
product you can buy

a one-size-fits 
all approach

a phonics-only 
approach

The Science of Reading: The Basics | National Center on Improving Literacy

https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/science-reading-basics


THE FIVE PILLARS OF READING

Phonemic 
Awareness

Phonics

Vocabulary

Fluency

Comprehension



Explicit 
Instruction 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/13yXr6vmqjDKxYLJt3asiPZONT3vg1Y4G/preview


vs

Balanced Literacy Structured Literacy

A unstructured focus on 
phonemic awareness instruction

Rote memorization of high- 
frequency words

Students get better at reading by 
reading.

Greater focus on the meaning of 
what is read than the accuracy

Systematic, sequential instruction in 
phonemic awareness

HFW are taught through their 
phonics patterns and even irregular 
words are taught explicitly

Students get better at reading by 
learning and practicing the code.

Meaning (language) works hand in 
hand with accuracy (decoding, word 
recognition)

*Science of Reading

Lifting Literacy.org



Phonics, Word 
Study, Spelling

Foundational 
Skills

Meaning 
Making

Language 
Development

“Drawing upon decades of literacy research, we built Wonders to deliver high-quality 
literacy instruction backed by the Science of Reading. Our program is underpinned 
by the findings of preeminent reading researchers - because modern classrooms 
should be served by proven instructional practices.”  - McGraw-Hill

WONDERS CURRICULUM

Conventions

Vocabulary 
Acquisition

Reading 
Comprehension

High Frequency 
Words

Fluency

Decodable Text



Phonemic 
Awareness

The ability to hear, identify, 
and manipulate the 

individual units of sound

Kindergarten

Grade 2



Phonics
The relationship between 

the letters (or letter 
combinations) in written 

language and the 
individual sounds in 

spoken language

Grade 1 Grade 2

Grade 3



Vocabulary
Refers to words we need to 
know to communicate with 

others, Closely connected to 
comprehension, the 

understanding of words and 
word meanings

Grade 1

Grade 3



Fluency
The ability to read as well as we 

speak, and to make sense of the text 
without having to stop and decode 
each word; reading with accuracy, 

appropriate rate, and prosody 
(expression)

Grade 1

Fluent Reading Checklist
Read smoothly and pronounce words correctly

Read sentences in chunks and phrases

Emphasize important words

Pause at commas and periods

Change your voice to show a question or to 
show strong feeling at an exclamation point 

Read dialogue the way someone might speak

Student fluency is measured in correct words 
per minute on a grade level passage.



Comprehension
Constructing meaning that 
is reasonable and accurate 

by connecting what has 
been read to what the 
reader already knows

Grade 3

Grade 5

Comprehension 
Skills

Comprehension 
Strategies

Character, Sequence, 
Cause and Effect, Main 

Idea and Details, Theme, 
Point of View, Compare 
and Contrast, Problem 

and Solution, etc.

Visualize                           

Ask & Answer Questions  

Make Predictions     

Reread



MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS

Designated ELD
Instruction provided during a 
protected time in the regular 

school day for focused 
instruction on the state-adopted 

ELD standards (CDE)

Integrated ELD
ELD standards are used in tandem 
with the state-adopted academic 

content standards (CDE)



ASSESSMENT

Using assessments to pinpoint students’ exact spot on the “staircase” 

Assessments in TK-2 tell us what skills students need

TK-2 report cards and assessments align with the 
Science of Reading

TK-2 3-5
Standards-based assessments that 

measure the components of reading
Weekly skills tests, benchmark exams, 

trimester assessments & SBAC

Gr. 3-5 transition to reading to learn, with some students 
continuing to need intervention in foundational skills.



Data Snapshot

Grade 2 - ELA Tri 1
2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-23 2023-24

Phonics 83% 84% 85%
Reads Accurately 73% 77% 80% 76%
Reads Fluently 66% 71% 73% 72%
HFW 84% 83% 89% 88%
Overall (All ELA) 75% 79% 81% 80%



Dyslexia

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is 
neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by 
difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word 

recognition and by poor spelling and decoding 
abilities. These difficulties typically result from a 

deficit in the phonological component of language 
that is often unexpected in relation to other 

cognitive abilities and the provision of effective 
classroom instruction. Secondary consequences 
may include problems in reading comprehension 
and reduced reading experience that can impede 
growth of vocabulary and background knowledge. 

(IDA 2002)

According to the International Dyslexia Association: 

- Dyslexia affects approximately 
15-20% of the population. 

- It is estimated that boys are more 
likely to be diagnosed with dyslexia 
than girls. 



Dyslexia
Although it is common to say that someone either has or does not 
have dyslexia, it is important to realize that dyslexia exists on a 
continuum that ranges from a student being mildly affected to 
being severely impaired.  Symptoms that are known to be indicative 
of dyslexia include the following characteristics:

● Inability to sound out new words
● Limited sight word vocabulary
● Listening comprehension exceed reading comprehension
● Inadequate response to effective instruction and intervention

From the California Dyslexia Guidelines, Chapter 4

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/cadyslexiaguidelines.pdf


CVUSD 
Dyslexia Screening

● Phonemic Awareness: 
Blending and Segmenting Assessments

● Letter Naming: 
Letter Sheets (Out of Order)

● Sound-Symbol Correspondence: 
Sound Fluency Assessment

● Single Word Decoding: 
Reads One Syllable Words

● Rapid Naming: 
CRLP Kindergarten Rapid Naming Assessment



INTERVENTION

Small groups focused on specific 
areas as identified by assessments 

Software support designed from 
the Science of Reading 



SPECIALIZED ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION

WonderWorks
Helps ensure student access 
to the same content, skills, 
strategies, and knowledge 

building as the core program 
by offering instructional 

on-ramps and acceleration

Sonday
Uses a direct, explicit, 

multisensory, structured, 
sequential, diagnostic, and 
prescriptive way to teach 

literacy in small-group settings 



Daily 
Integration

OUR CURRENT FOCUS

Formative 
Assessment

Small Group 
Instruction

Use Wonders 
materials with fidelity 
including all Science 
of Reading 
components

Assess certain skills 
for individual 
students more 
frequently

Incorporate 
assessment results 
into instruction and 
intervention

Use assessment data to 
keep groups flexible

Meet with below grade 
level groups more 
frequently, even if for 
shorter periods of time

Reimagine center activities 
to target the “Big 5”



Intervention materials and training 
related to Science of Reading for 

Academic Specialists

Going Forward
Expand SOR Committee 

meetings for ongoing input

Professional Learning related 
to Science of Reading TK-5



Class Link
Resources for Parents



What can parents do to support literacy?
Read to and 

with your 
student every 

day

Bedtime

Running errands 
around town

Everyday items

Bring books 
everywhere

Read books about 
things you do

Reread books

Substitution 
games

Rhyming games

Sing/Play 
rhyming songs

Print-rich home

Library

Read yourself

Make reading 
spaces

Make 
connections 
for reading 

comprehension

Play 
with 

sounds 

Create a 
culture of 

reading



Delivering on the

PROMISE   EDUCATIONof

starts with the mastery of the

most                       

foundational skill - 

ABILITY    READto

FUNDAMENTAL

the .
Laura Stewart

The Science of Reading - Evidence for a New Era of Reading Instruction



Questions?


